The Generating-constellation of the Great Bear and Cassiopeia
and the Myth of the Butterfly: a prehistoric cosmogony?

PIERO BARALE, ENRICO CALZOLARI, LELLO FADDA & DAVIDE GORI: A.L.S.S.A.
-LIGURIAN ASSOCIATION FOR ARCHAEOASTRONOMIC STUDIES DEVELOPMENT
Via Galantini 25, 19123 La Spezia (Italy)

ABSTRACT.

In Liguria, on the Caprione's promontory there is a gilded buttertly wich appears at the summer's solstice sunset, as embodiment
and retum of the spirit to the generating constellation, joined with five megalithic places positioned according to the Cassiopeia
constellation. In the eneolithic hypogeum of Sas Concas (Sardinia) there is a cosmic representation with the Great Bear
constellation as it appeared at the winter.s solstice midnight (2700 B.C.). In Vai Camonica (VO Milleniurn B.C.) there is the
shaman who supports an anthropomorphous figure which is in the position of take-off. In Passo di Corvo (Sothem Italy) there is a
statuette ofwith a double symbology characterized by the butterfly and the Cassiopeia constellation (5 300 B.C.). In Rocca Cavour
(Northem ltaly, 3500 B.C.) there is a picture which represents a shaman-woman, surmounted by the constellation ofCassiopea and
the Milky Way.

MAIN TEXT.
During the INSAP IllInternational Congress (Palerrno, 200 1) we have introduced:
¢ "The Gilded Butterfly of the Caprione" (Fig. 1 & Fig. 2) at the surnmer's solstice sunset, as
embodiment and return of the spirit to the generating constellation, joined with five megalithic
places positioned according to the Cassiopeia constellation;

Fig.1 - The sun light enters into the Fig. 2 -The gilded butterfly. throwed on
Quadrilithon opening a opposite phallic stone.

* the cosmic representation into the eneolithic hypogeum of Sas Concas (Sardinia -Oniferi) with
the Great Bear constellation (Fig. 3) as it appeared at the winter's solstice midnight (2.700 B.C.
— software Guide 7.0), the dead and the birth, the shaman, the butterfly (Fig. 4), the Gemini and
Cassiopeia constellation;



Fig.3 - The Great Bear and the
Arcturus star.

Fig.4 — The butterfly into the
ipogeum.
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Fig.5 - Sketch representing the Great Bear constellation as it appeared at the 2.700 B.C. winter's solstice

midnight.



¢ the shaman (Fig. 6) who supports an antrhopomorphous figure which is in position of take-off
(Val Camonica, Foppe di Nadro, Rock n° 27, V° millenium B.C.);

» the statuette of Passo di Corvo (Fig. 7, Southern Italy, Foggia) with a double symbology
characterized by the butterfly and the Cassiopeia constellation (5.300 B.C.).

Fig.6 - The shaman and the butterfly. Fig.7 - The statuette of Passo di Corvo.

Today we introduce a prehistoric picture (3.500 B.C.) located in Rocca Cavour (Fig. 9; Northern Italy,
Piedmont) wich represents a shaman-woman (Fig. 8), surmounted by the Cassiopeia’s constellation and
the Milky Way. In that age the Cassiopeia’s constellation was visible into the Milky Way at the
summer’s solstice midnigth with azimuth 90° (Fig. 10; Ruchab) and at the autumn equinox midnigth
with azimuth 270° (Caph) and at the spring equinox midnigth with azimuth 0° (Caph).
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Fig.8 - The shaman-woman. Fig.9 — Rocca Cavour location.
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Fig.10 — Rocca Cavour (3.500 B.C.): sky representation with Cassipoeia constellation and the Milky
Way at the summer’s solstice midnigth with azimuth 90°

We bave also seen that in the engraving of "Dos Sulif' (A. Fossati, L. Jaffe, M. Simdes de Abreu, 1991)
near the "Rosa Camuna" is visibile a figure that now we may interpretate astronomically as the mark of

Cassiopeia (Fig. 11). In fact the three "Rose di Sellero" bave been recently recognized astronomically
oriented (O. Brunod, W. Ferreri, O. Ragazzi, 2000).

Fig.11 — The engraving of "Dos Sulif'.



Some observations (Fig. 12, 13, 14, 15) made now in France (Central Massif) confirm our hypotheses
(two megalithic places, astronomically oriented, are made up by stones similar to the Quadrilithon of
Caprione’s promontory).

Fig.12 — Chateau Vieux de Randon Fig.13 — Chateau Vieux de Randon
The structure from NW. A large cup-mark.

Fig.14 — Chateau Vieux de Randon

A circle of stones Fig.15 — Megalithic structures in

Chateauneuf de Randon
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